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Times of India

New Delhi, Thursday 23.10.2025

Staggered pan-India SIR likely
in a wk, 3 mths for each phase

May Be Held 1st AADHAAR ALONE MAY NOT SUFFICE

In States Set
For Polls Next Yr

Bharti.Jain @timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A staggered pan-
India special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
will get underway within fo-
ur-five days, with each phase
likely to be spread over three
months, on the lines of the
one completed in Bihar. The
last intensive revision of the
roll was undertaken over two
decades ago.

Sources indicated that the
nationwide SIR may be held
in phases, with certain sta-
tes/UTs such as J&K and La-
dakh, which will soon be
snow-bound, and ones where
nearly 75%-80% of the electo-
rate has been mapped by mat-
ching current electors with

Photo: IANS

> Timeline for pan-india
SIR likely to be finalised in
a day or two followed by its
announcement in 4-5 days

» List of documents to be
accepted as proof of identity,
age and citizenship to more or
less remain the same as in the
Bihar exercise

> Aadhaar will be accepted
only as a proof of identity.
At least one other document
from EC's list may be needed
for proof of citizenship and

CEC Gyanesh Kumar flanked by
ECs in the capital on Wednesday

residence, an official said

» Documents unique to a state/
UT may be considered

> The list of 11 documents
is not exhaustive but only
indicative, officials added

entries in the 2003/2004 rolls
published after the last inten-
siverevision, beingleft out of
the initial phase.

“They canbetakenuplater
as barely 20%-25% of electors
inthese states will need tosub-
mit documents to prove their
eligibility as per Article 326 of
the Constitution. The immedi-
ate priority will be the five sta-
tes due for assembly polls next

year;,” said an EC official.

Going by the three-month
SIR schedule followed in Bi-
har, the final roll — to be pub-
lished after claims and objec-
tions to the draft roll are sett-
led — for states/UTs likely to
becovered in the initial phase
may be out by Jan-end or be-
ginning of Feb.

The preparation for the
upcoming countrywide SIR

— the intent for which was
announced by EC in its June
24 notification for the SIR in
Bihar — was the key topic of
discussionatthe two-day con-
ferenceof chief electoral offi-
cers being held by EC on Wed-
nesday and Thursday:

The conference’s opening
day, presided over by chief
election commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar, saw EC assess
the preparedness of all state/
UT CEOoffices for thenation-
wide SIR. The meetingisafol-
low-up of the Sept 10 CEO’s
conference, when all CEOs
had briefed EC on the last SIR
undertaken and the roll pub-
lished thereafter.

Sources said CEOs are up-
beat about the upcoming na-
tionwide SIR, with some sta-
tesalready havingmappedup
to 75% of their electorate ba-
sedontherollfromthelastin-
tensive revision.

»Continued on P 12



Indian Express

ECHOLDS 2-DAY
MEET WITH CEOs

Pan-India SIR set
to be rolled out

in phases in Nov,
states headed for

polls in 2026 first

Indian Express

DAMININATH
& RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

THE ELECTION Commission (EC)
on Wednesday met Chief
Electoral Officers (CEOs) to as-
sess preparations for the nation-
wide Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, which is
likely to begin in phases from
early November, starting with
the states going to polls in 2026
and a few others, it is learnt.
The two-day conference
opened with the Commission as-
sessing the readiness of CEOs
across states and Union Territories
for the SIR, the EC said. While the
final rollout plan will be an-
nounced after the conference, itis
learnt that the revision may be
carried out in phases, beginning
with Assam, Kerala, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal —
states headed for polls next year
—and afew others.
However, as first reported by
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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e Pan-India SIR

The Freckicere Exprress o July 15, offi-
cials from Assam have already
coiiweied fothe Caprmlbashon thedr
inclimation to camy ouk an inten-
sive revision of olis ooty after the
Matjonal Resisterof Giizers | NRC)
iz published for the state. Assam
is the onby state to have already
undermken the exercise of
preparing an NRC So the pall
parvel, ivis ket isyer o takea -
nal call emwhether Assamowill be
included i the first phase.

The Indiun Exprisy has also
feamnt, that when the modatities
for the natinmwvide SI] ae an-
nouneed, the cur-off year of pre-
surned elimibihity s likaby to followe
the same principle &5 in Bihae —
Ehue Last yerar of an intensive fevi-
sign, which was 2007 for Bihar

Forthe upeoiming natineide
erise, hoveyver, the FC codlid al-
o eloctors tesubmin exraosof
theirmames from the eleconl ol
of amy sEte's last intensive revi-
sioi.notjust the satewherethey
currenty reside, Dunog the Bthar
SIR priscess, ehectors ool submit
extracts oy from Bihar's fast in-
tensne rewision mil.

I other weiids, a migrant
worker from West Bengal iegis-
feried asa vober in Mumibs cane-
main enmlled in Maharashtra i
Fe i SR 1S Nan e —or estak-
Bish a binkowath a voter whiose
enare (e —in the 2002 Weest
Bengal electoral roll. The last in-
fensive revision of West Repeal's
rolbs witk i 200 andd avoter un
that okl will e presiinyed el
to e onthe efecioral il of
arvy oifersmatie where e orshe s
currently issiding.

Wednesday's moeting was thi
second nteraction that the
Conmmission has held with CEDs
o thies SIR 1 fust over 3 montiu AL
the previous meefing on
Serember W the EC ad asked
the CEOs tnimxe as many ekectors
ats possibie to the electonal mfls of
the Last inrensive revision intheir
respective states, inordier to min-
ymise the number of voters whio
swoulel et b submitdocuments
toastablish theratighility,

16 15 foaurnk that the process of
i pping the existing eleciorsm

thie last mtendive revision, which
sz bitwin 2002 and 2008, In
thies pespectivg statess has faced hic-
cups, particularly i urbanareas
el et iown s Tughy

Tha EC haud on June 24 ondered
aspecialinmensiye Revision of elec-
toral rolls across the tourtry, be-
ginning with  Bihar -where
Assemibily electmons were due. As
e thee oreler, all restistered elec-
tors wer rejuimed po Al enupmer-
ation forms o remam on therolls,
while those enmilted after 2003
(thie year of Hiluar's [ast interaive
revicion of rolls ) had o subimit
documents proving thesrdate and
o place of birth This was meant
oy estabiish their eligiblimy aselec—
tors, includine theiroitizenship,

Thie BC said Wieclnesday that
the Commiission, comprising
Choef Flection Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, andd Election
Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhueand Vivek foshi also re-
viewetlthestatusof appointent
ane] traindng of district, assembhy
constifuencyand boott el offi-
clals A the last meeting all CECOs
hacl goven detailed presentations
ol the narmberof electons inthelr
states and the qualifnng date and
pumber of electors in Hwe Last in-
el TEVISION.

“The Commission assessed
the progress made oy the dinec-
ticns previously ssed o the
CEDs to map the anrent electons
with theeleciors s per The st STR
In e State|UT" the EC sald.

A the press conference 1oan-
rmupce the Bihar Assemidy elec-
ties o0 Cetober & when asked
about the pan-fndia SHL the CEC
Frie) sadcl | Pyt see e Junie 24 ar-
dier, the EC hat already taken the
dpeigon ol conductinga pan-india
SR Whork s on. The Commission
will holdd & meetbng o decide the
chates For states and UTs"

The BC's decisign tocondoct
thve= STR bas been chialiesngedin e
Suprermie Court. The mios Wil a
diegherture fromithe practce of the
pAs o decades, where the elec-
toral rolls haye been revised an-
rally andd before palls by malding
adelitions ancl deletions Priog o
oxmpuenisationof mlls, theetac-
toral vits wersreyvised mtensivedy,
fe, prepared afresh.
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